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Sir: 

Applicant acknowledges receipt of the Office Action dated August 14, 2002. 
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In the Claims : 

Please cancel claims 6, 11, 28, 43, 50, 51, 62, 64, 67-70, 72-77, 79 and 81, amend 
claims 1, 12, 13, 22, 35, 44, 45, 46, 53, 55, 60, 65, 78, 82 and 84 and add new claims 85-222 as 
follows: 

1 . (Amended) An apparatus for monitoring conditioning of a planarizing 
medium used for planarizing a microelectronic substrate, comprising: 

a conditioning body having a conditioning surface configured to engage a 
planarizing surface of the planarizing medium, at least one of the conditioning body and the 
planarizing medium being mWable relative to the other of the conditioning body and the 
planarizing medium to conditionNhe planarizing surface; 
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